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Meet Natalia Marfil & 
her daughter
During the 2021 Fall Semester, Natalia Marfil and Abby D’Antoni 
ended up in the same American Government course on the 
Cumming campus. One might say there is nothing unusual 
about that. The college experience for each would indeed be 
on opposite ends of the UNG student profile. Beginning their 
college experience together in the same class, Natalia was a first-
time “non-traditional” student while Abby was a first-time dual 
enrollment student. BUT -- they were also a family combination; 
more specifically -- a Mother-Daughter combination. In the 
aftermath of this initial UNG experience, Natalia has declared 
political science her major, while Abby is still looking around. So 
with that, let’s meet them.

Natalia’s return to college was in a sense a “my time” moment. 
Having raised three children, Abby being the oldest at 17, Natalia 
saw 2021 as her opportunity to pursue a long-desired college 
degree. What makes this more interesting was that Natalia had 
homeschooled all of her children, including Abby, so education 
was not only what she did as a mother, but it had become a family 
goal. As Natalia points out, homeschooling not only met her 
children’s educational needs but also allowed her to spend time 
with them, while at the same time allowing each child to explore 
different and individual pursuits. As only a mother can say, 
Natalia’s description of her children is, “They are curious and 
bright and incredibly kind. I am so honored to be their mom”. So, 
for Abby to be a student with her mother was only natural.

As students new to the college experience, it was a logical to ask 
what they thought about their first course together, American 
Government. Both agreed it not only led to vigorous at-home 
debates between the two of them but also to some extent included 
the other two children. Indeed, they both agreed they have 

both different as well as like opinions and conclusions, which 
makes this experience even more rewarding. Natalia pointed 
out that this combination of the course and family discussions 
filled a gap in her knowledge of government and politics, thus 
feeding her already focused interest in helping the community. 
Natalia, according to daughter Abby, is passionate about being a 
community advocate, so political science is a natural fit.

Abby, on the other hand, had a different takeaway. The course 
filled an interest but was only supportive of her possible long-
term goals. After this first experience, Natalia would decide to 
seek a political science major, possibly pre-law, while Abby’s 
future could be from becoming a librarian to owning her own 
business. Abby sees her overall life goal is just to “make things 
better”. Her mother saw this desire in Abby as she grew and 
describes her as an “old soul” and lifelong learner. So, it is not 
impossible that both might eventually seek a law degree to meet 
their long-term goals. 

Besides their initial college experience in American Government, 
they both feel that their now two-year college experience at UNG 
has been more than satisfactory. Natalia put it succinctly by 
addressing her UNG experience this way, “When I say it has been 
nothing but wonderful, I truly mean it.”, and of course being in 
class with her daughter was a special moment.

Right now, given their individual educational goals they are 
on two different campuses. Natalia spends her time on the 
Gainesville campus while Abby attends classes on the Dahlonega 
campus. However, given their anticipated academic journeys 
they may have a future opportunity to be together again. Even 
though Abby is still a high school senior dual-enrollment student, 
she said her plan is to pursue the balance of her undergraduate 
program at UNG Dahlonega, possibly beginning in the spring 
semester of 2024. Natalia, however, made the point she would 
really like to be able to come back to the Cumming campus to 
finish her degree. She was very happy to hear that the PSIA BA in 
International Affairs degree (European concentration) would be 
coming to the Cumming campus the Fall 2024.

Being in a couple classes with Abby has been 
one of my favorite experiences as a mom...

As far as advice to students at UNG who are still trying to 
determine their major Natalia has this to say about choosing a 
political science degree ...

“Do it! This next generation of teens and young adults is truly 
wonderful…they are politically active…more aware…the world 
needs your perspective, passion and input.”

So this is Natalia and Abby, loving and supportive companions on 
their learning journey.
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Meet Anna Perry ‘21
Anna Perry, of Alpharetta, GA, received her Bachelor of Science 
in Political Science, with a minor in Biology, in December 2021. 
The oldest of five siblings, Anna began her UNG career as a dual-
enrolled student. As a full-time undergrad she was a commuter 
student and worked throughout her years attending UNG. She 
was a part of the Honors Program here at UNG and says it was a 
wonderful experience for her.
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PSIA Students at the 
White House 
Two of our students, Taylor Mullikin, a senior political science major with a 
pre-law concentration from Jefferson High School, and Aaliyah Tabor, a senior 
political science major with a Chinese minor from Johnson High School are 
spending their spring semester as part of the highly competitive White House 
Internship Program.

As stated on the White House’s website, the Program is a “public service leadership 
and development program that provides emerging leaders with an opportunity to 
gain valuable skills while supporting the work of the White House and furthering 
the priorities of the [Administration].”
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Students at 
GPSA 2022
The Georgia Political Science Association 
(GPSA) is the professional association 
for political science practitioners and 
educators in Georgia. The Association 
holds an annual conference for faculty, 
independent scholars, practitioners, 
graduate students, and undergraduate 
students (with faculty sponsor) from 
around the state and country. The 53rd 
iteration of the conference was held during 
the fall of 2022 in the historic town of 
Savannah, GA. This year’s conference 
theme was “The Scope of Conflict”.  

Two of our PSIA students, Avery Johnson, 
a senior international affairs major with a 
European concentration, and Orla Fennell, 
a junior international affairs major with 
a European concentration, attended 
the fall 2022 GPSA conference. Avery 
presented research on the treatment and 
acceptance of refugees in Europe, and Orla 
presented research on a similar topic, the 
comparison of attitudes toward Syrian 



7

STUDENT NEWS

www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/

Distinguished Military 
Graduates (DMG) 

“Congratulations” are in order for Strategic and Security Studies 
majors Cadet (now alumnus) Phillip Ly and Cadet Andrew Flournoy 
for their achievement in being recognized as Distinguished Military 

Graduates for the 2022-23 academic year.

Following his graduation from UNG this past December, Philip 
received his commission as a military intelligence officer with the 
GA National Guard and plans to further his career in the non-profit 
sector. Andrew received his branch assignment last November 
to the infantry and is on track to receive his commission and 

undergraduate degree in August of 2023.

Pi Sigma Alpha Inductees

UNG’s Xi Kappa chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the 
national political science honor society, inducted four 
new students into the Society during the Spring 2023 

semester. These newest PSIA members are:  
 

Valentina Ceron Andraus, ’23, political science 

Antonio Joseph Bilardi, ‘23, political science/pre-Law 

Grace Lillian Martin, ’23, political science/on-line 

Dale Wanner, ‘23, political science/ pre-Law 

MUN Award
UNG’s Blue & Gold Awards were announced recently, and it is with 
great pleasure that we share the news that our Model UN Club was 
named Student Organization of the Year for 2023-24!

Avery Johnson, a senior international affairs major, current president 
of the Dahlonega Model UN club said “Winning this award means a lot 
to me and the rest of the club as well. Our members put in hard work to 
prepare for conferences, and to see their efforts being recognized by the 
university is special.”

Both Dr. Jon Miner and Dr. Bibek Chand, the Club Advisors for 
Dahlonega and Gainesville respectively are adamant that this award 
belongs not just to this year’s club members, but also to all of you who 
over the years have worked to build the Club into the fantastic and 
successful organization it has become!
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December Grads 
Congratulations to our 

December 2022 Graduates!

Master of Arts in International A�airs
Nasean Crofford 

Master of Public Administration
William Jones

Madeleine Kohnen

Political Science
Brad Becker | Political Science

Colton Blakley | Political Science 
Buster Chambers | Political Science 

Patrick Charles | Political Science
Hunter Clayton | Political Science
Crystal Flores | Political Science

Litzy Garcia-Lopez | Political Science
Lee Gross | Political Science

Sarah Kate Hahn | Political Science
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Inaugural Women in 
Political Science & 
International Affairs Club
The start of the spring 2023 semester in the classroom brought 
another “start” -- the Political Science & International Affairs 
department started the Women in Political Science & International 
Affairs club. This club was founded by several of the PSIA 
department female faculty members including Dr. Armstrong-
Williams, Dr. Kelly, Dr. Diaz-Kope, Dr. Wei, and Dr. Viman-Miller.

Dr. Kelly says she and her colleagues decided to start this club 
because quite simply: “Women are underrepresented in the fields 
of political science and international affairs. The purpose of this 
group is to help these young women through mentorship and 
collaboration with their peers. We want to do everything we can to 
help these women to be as successful as possible, both at UNG and 
beyond.”

Our female faculty members founded this club in hopes of 
creating a space to have conversations about the challenges and 
opportunities women face in the field of political science and 
international affairs. While the Club is open to everyone, the 
conversations and topics focused on in this club will be geared 
toward women.

The field of political science and international affairs is 
traditionally a field dominated by males; however, there are many 
women who over the years have not only made their way into the 
field but have been successful in it. This club provides current PSIA 
female students to engage with female PSIA faculty members who 
have made it into this field and learn tools to exceed in their future 
endeavors.

As an attendee of the first meeting of this club, and a student within 
the PSIA department, Orla Fennel, IA ’23 is hopeful that this club 
“will not only provide me a safe space to talk about challenges that 
I as a female PSIA student face, but also provide me with valuable 
skills that I can take with me as I work towards completing my 
degree here at UNG, and beyond when I am in the workforce. As 
a woman, it can be hard to imagine a career in a field that you have 
only been introduced to by males, so this club, in my opinion, will 
have an immeasurable impact on female PSIA students.”

As Madeleine Albright once said: “It took me quite a long time to 
develop a voice, and now that I have it, I am not going to be silent.”




